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Coverag report:
Full Sinhala charachterset tested for all combinations for Pali and Sanskrit.
Sinhala Archaic Numbers u+111eo-u+111ff is NOT included.



Fitting

Sinhala is very tightly fit
compared to other SA scripts
and Latin. Across styles (ans
puncuations marks) could use
a 10%-20% increase in overall
spacing.

This may cause a text reflow.
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Adjusted tracking to +20% for Sinhala
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Spacing

/da and/nda RSB is too tight
across styles. Specially the
Light.

/lla RSB is too tight across
styles.

/ya-post forms LSB is too tight
across styles.

/ya-post forms LSB is too tight
across styles.
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Left double quote and left
quote marks are not optimally
placed for some base glyphs.

Add negative kerning for these
base glyphs orgnised into
possible classes. The same
class should apply for glyphs
combining uMatra, uu Matra
and virama with base consos-
nats shown here.

Affects all styles.
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Design

iMatra / iiMatra vertical posi-
tion: iiMatra are floating over
the base in some instances
and merged in other instances.
While it either is acceptable it
would be better to make it con-
sitant across the weights and
shape goups.

iMatra/ iiMatra termination:

ii Matra is kind floating over
the base in some instances
and merged in other instances.
While either is acceptable it
would be better to make it con-
sitant across the weights and
glyphs with simila shapes.
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NOTE: Instead of floating iMatra and iiMatra they could join
the base avoiding lot of inconsistancies. This adjustment can

be done without causing any text reflow.

This visual pattern is not seen in any other SA fonts in Noto
and in smaller sizes and heavier weights it is only creating
extra noise. Early Noto designs probably refferd to few of the
low contrast non-Unicode Sinhala fonts at that time which
followd this pattern to deal with limited characterset. How-
ever almost all Sinhala fonts now always connect the iMatra



ya iiMatra iMatra shape:

This sharp and fast turn is out
of place in the context of other
iMatra placement. Reduce the
speed a bit

Right termination stroke of /
sha is turning in a bit too much
with the loop. The more upright
loop in condensed style is a
better fit.

The termination stoke along
with the loop could extend pass
the baseline to balance things

out.

/da_ra looks small next to some
characters. The counter of the
rakar form is a bit too small
and could use a bit more space.
This will balance the Top part
with the bottom /da_ra /nda_ra
/nya_ra and /jnya_ra) Fix in
Light to Regular instacnes
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The aeMatra and aeeMatra

seems a bit too low for this par- QS)E @@az @aﬂaé @5)0@(5)56565 EZ CQSSQZ®)
ticular style. Moving up these @E@@@) @5))@5 ?5(@
/

two about 10-15pts would
align the horizontal bars better
with other glyphs.
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the base glpygs are inconsis-

tant and the small bits sticking (g) g) 8 8/8 2% (gté 8 @ f?) @ @ C% @ ga@a @ &

out are disturbing the flow in

Pali. Since we have seperate

glpyhs for these combinations @)/t’@ (@) @ @ Qﬁ/zf 2@ 2@ @ 2@ C@ (a @ & @

I suggest removing or shaving
off the parts that are stick-

ing out in cases like (a). And @ @ % @ @ @ @ @ (a
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Imporve Ra-aeMatra and
Ra-aeeMatra combinations
across styles: either connect
the top strokes or increase the
spacing. Right now these to are
almost touching. This is quiet
nicely done in Noto Serif. (d)

Loops of /ba & /kha are longer
teadrop shape. Other loops are
much geometric. Consistant in
Regular width instances

The placement of the Reph on
the base glpygs are inconsis-
tant and the small bits sticking
out are disturbing the flow in
Pali. Since we have seperate
glpyhs for these combinations
I suggest removing or shaving
off the parts that are sticking
out in cases like (a). And extend
the termnial to tocuh merge
with the base glyph in cases
such as (b). This issue affects all
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getting very dark and spotty in
the heavier weights. This is an
edge case. However these combi-
nations have glyphs of their own
and can be redesigned to better
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Touching conjuncts

Sinhala touching conjuncts

are not common. Touching
conjuncts along with ligated
conjunct are mostly used in Sin-
hala classical texts specifically
Buddhist cannon written in Pali.

Opentype support complete.
These are by definitions not
composite ligatures, rather two
letters touching each other.
However ‘touch’ could be a bit
more graceful and consistent.
Although Noto has imple-
mented support for touching
all consonant with each other,
all combinations those do not
occur in Pali canon. Above are
selected from the common

occurrences.

Applies for across styles and
serif .

Common touching pairs.
Sinhala touching combinations

shaping is broken on InDesign
>> Harfbuzz shaping works

properly.

However, considering the possi-
ble wider usage of Noto fonts it
is desirable display the virama
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Other specification level Shaping yansa, reph and rakar

issues
Specifications are ambiguous regarding some of the issues with parsing
combinations of post-base forms of /ya (yansa) and /ra (rakar) and pre-base
form of /ra (reph).

Info about the issue

https://github.com/akuru/sinhala-unicode-technical/issues/6

Sinhala: sub-optimal placement of repaya in complex conjunct

Sinhala numerals Numeral Consonat Numeral Consonat

Following Sinhala numerals
have to differenciate from the
similar consonant glyphs.

The SLS 1134 specification
reccomends to use a horizontal
line through the character. (a)

I think since these characters
were included as a histroical
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reference I think it is better to
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use another strategy such as
making the terminations differ-

ent to the main consonat. This
is partially done in Noto Sans @O@{)oi g&)

Sinhala but Noto Serif uses the
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same glyphs for both code- Noto Sans Sinhala Noto Serif Sinhala
points in these characters.

SLS 1134 https://github.com/

akuru/sinhala-unicode-techni-
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